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IRWP Mission 



AR Priority Watershed: 8 Digit HUC



500,000 + 
Stakeholders

Arkansas, Oklahoma
Cherokee Nation 
20+ cities, 7 Counties

1.1 million acres 
1,700 square miles



Rain Garden Project Overview

GOALS (2011-2014)

• Solicit applications  from 
Urban Public Spaces

• Schools
• Churches
• Parks
• Trails/Greenways

• Train 300 People

• Install 60 Rain Gardens

• Monitor 12 Rain Gardens

• Institutionalize RG as BMP



1200 ft2 Roof = 35,904 gallons/year

400 SF Rain Garden:
90% or 32,313 gallons/year!

Rain Gardens
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Process:

- Grant Application process

- Site visits, assessments, technical  
assistance

-Worked closely with Applicant

- 75% Funding towards RG cost
25% Match by Applicant 

- 5 Year Commitment
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- 6 Rain Garden Academies + Tour
Fall & Spring

- 50 Attendees at each, 300 total

Training:



Rain Garden Project Overview

GOALS (2011-2014)

• Solicit applications  from 
Urban Public Spaces

• Schools
• Churches
• Parks
• Trails/Greenways

• Train 300 People

• Install 60 Rain Gardens

• Monitor 12 Rain Gardens

• Institutionalize RG as BMP





Figure 1 Map of the monitored rain gardens in the Beaver Lake and Illinois River watersheds as part of grants 11-300 and 11-400. Source: BWD 2014



98% Retention

1,446,216 Liters = 382,049 Gallons
of water captured

96% Nitrogen Reduction

95% Phos. Reduction

87% TSS Reduction



Project Totals for IRW:

74,228 SF Impervious area treated

16,874 SF Rain gardens installed

4,458 Native Plants in the ground



Project Totals for IRWP:

1,898 Volunteers participated (total)

7,242 RG Education/Outreach hours logged for IRW



Rain Garden Project 

Horsebarn Trail
Rogers, Ark.



Horsebarn Trail Rain Garden Tour, Rogers



Randall G Lynch MS, Farmington



John Brown University, Siloam Springs



Tricycle Farms/Trinity Church, FayettevilleHelen Tyson Middle School, Springdale



Tricycle Farms/Trinity Church, FayettevilleTrinity Church, Fayetteville



Cave Springs Community Building, Cave Springs



Bentonville Public Library, Bentonville



Bentonville Public Library, Bentonville



Prairie Grove Sr. Center, Prairie Grove



Springdale Airport, Springdale



Springdale Airport, Springdale



Springdale Airport, Springdale



Wilson Park Trailside, Fayetteville



Benton County Environmental, Bentonville



Lincoln Elementary, Lincoln



Siloam Springs White Water Park: Trailside Rain Garden



IRWP Watershed Learning Center, Cave Springs



Extensions: Growing Conservation



Rain Garden Map



Rain Garden Project Overview

GOALS (2011-2014)

• Solicit applications  from 
Urban Public Spaces

• Schools
• Churches
• Parks
• Trails/Greenways

• Train 300 People

• Install 60 Rain Gardens

• Monitor 12 Rain Gardens

• Institutionalize RG as BMP



LID Adoption, Fayetteville AR (LID Ordinance Chapt.179)



City Drainage Criteria Manuals Updated/ In Progress

Rogers, AR 2012
Fayetteville, AR 2013
Bella Vista, AR – coming 

TSS FOCUS



Growing Interest 

WAC/AMP Rogers

Mathais Elementary Rogers

Rogers Library Rogers

Har-ber High School EAST Springdale

Unitarian Universalist Fayetteville

Benton County Public Service Bldg Bentonville

Life Styles Fayetteville

OMNI Fayetteville

Rolling Hills Baptist Church Fayetteville

Jones Center Springdale

J.O. Kelly Elementary Springdale

Rogers Historical Museum Rogers

Downtown Rogers Rogers FALL 2014

Murphy Dog Park Rogers FALL 2014

Current Waiting List:

Outside Interest: 

- Chicago Sustainable Backyards
- Taiya Inlet Watershed Council in Skagway, Alaska
- Corporate Rain Gardens



Low Impact Development: IRWP Watershed Learning Center




